UNDERSTANDING
LEVELS OF EVIDENCE
AND CONSENSUS
BEHIND

NCCN

GUIDELINES

NCCN Guidelines are developed by multidisciplinary panels
of experts from member institutions.

Recommendations are based on a critical review of the best available
evidence, with categories assigned according to the quality and
consistency of evidence and the degree of consensus among panelists.
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The process is

.

Designed to build

trust among clinicians
and patients

Conflicts of interest are managed by excluding
affected members from relevant discussions and votes.
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The level of evidence considered during the deliberation
process depends on the available data:

* Quality (ie, study design and how the results/observations were derived)
 Quantity (eg, number of trials, size of trials, clinical observations only)

o Consistency (ie, similar or conflicting results across available studies or
observations)

Most NCCN Guideline recommendations are category 2A.

Where categories are not specified within the Guidelines,
the default designation for the recommendation is category 2A.

NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology

 Provide sequential management decisions and interventions
for 97% of cancers affecting patients in the United States

e Are the recognized standard for clinical management and
policy Iin cancer care

e Are the most thorough and frequently updated clinical
practice guidelines available in any area of medicine
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